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I GCSE I SLAMI YAT ( 4 I SO)  

 

PRI NCI PAL EXAMI NER’S REPORT ON THE 2 0 1 7  EXAMI NATI ON. 
 
I NTRODUCTORY COMMENTS 
 
There was another small increase in the number of candidates sit t ing for 

this exam inat ion.  Once again, very few candidates appeared to come from 

the Shi’ah t radit ion, though it  should be remembered that  both Shi’ah and 

Sunni candidates can choose to answer two quest ions either from  Sect ion 

3a or 3b, provided both answers are from the same sect ion.   The 

candidates overall demonst rated a wide range of ability,  with m any 

candidates scoring high marks in all sect ions of the paper. At  the other end 

of the range, there are st ill some candidates entered who are ill-equipped to 

deal with the demands of the paper.  The main weaknesses are that  they 

fail to evaluate Muslim  beliefs, often stat ing them rather than discussing 

them, and they do not  relate their  answer to the modern world, even when 

that  is a requirement  of the quest ion.  

 

 

Sect ion  1  Th e Qu r ’an  an d  Had i t h  

Translat ion of the var ious texts was generally accurately, though 

occasionally the t ranslat ions were incomplete or they were t ranslat ion of 

other passages.  

The subsequent  quest ions also allowed some of the less able candidates to 

build up their marks. I n reviewing these answers, one factor above all 

stands out . The answers need to avoid being over general.   For example, 

when candidates were asked to name an occasion when the prophet  kept  a 

prom ise, it  was not  sufficient  to say ‘when he prom ised to spread I slam ’, 

but  must  refer to a specific occasion such as ‘when he returned the 

valuables of the people of Makkah’. Sim ilar ly, when asked how Muslims may 

avoid certain kinds of wrong behaviour, they should t ry not  to fall back on a 

general answer such as ‘by praying’.  This answer could be a response to 

many quest ions and therefore does not  meet  the specific demands of each 

quest ion. For example, ‘they can avoid envy by being thankful to Allah for 

the good things they have’ makes the link between being envious and being 

aware of their good fortune. 

 

  

Sect ion  2  Th e Li f e, Teach in g  an d  Ach iev em en t s o f  t h e Pr op h et  

There were many good answers to quest ions in this sect ion. I t  is clear, 

though, that  some aspects of the specificat ion need to be looked at  in more 

detail by some cent res.  Candidates who answered 4a)  for example, about  

the Bat t le of the Trench, and 7a)  about  the dut ies of Haj j , tended to score 

well.   But  it  was apparent  that  far fewer candidates knew sufficient  about  

the relat ionship between the Prophet  and the Jewish and Chr ist ian groups, 

save for some rather general sense that  he t reated them well. Sim ilar ly the 

role of the Ansar, in the early days of the format ion of the Muslim  

community, was known in detail by few candidates.  

 

 

 

 



 

Perhaps the key area of weakness, for some candidates, was in respect  of 

the part  c)  quest ions. There was a tendency among some to re-state 

teachings rather than discuss them, or relate them to modern life. A good 

example would be 8c)  which asked candidates to discuss the idea that  

Muslims t od ay  should respect  other religions. Weaker candidates tended 

just  to repeat  the teachings and act ions of the Prophet , without  discussing 

why following those teachings could be part icular ly important  in the modern 

world.   

I t  would be helpful to comment  briefly on each of the quest ions in this 

sect ion in turn. 

Quest ion 4 

4a)  Good answers focussed on the details of the bat t le, which many 

students knew well. Weaker answers tended to remember only a few 

general details, and some could not  dist inguish between different  bat t les.  

4b)  The best  answers spoke of the Prophet ’s inst ruct ions following the 

Bat t le of Uhud, for example, and the decision to allow some t r ibes to 

em igrate. Also, there was ment ion of the general amnesty after the Bat t le 

of Makkah. Often candidates were able to explain further how these could 

be examples of mercy and tolerance. But  some candidates could only repeat  

the idea that  the Prophet  was kind, without  specific ment ion of act ions or 

teachings.  

4c)  The concepts of freedom and just ice were a challenge for some 

candidates, even though they form  a key part  of the teaching of the 

Prophet . Ment ion could have been made of the Prophet ’s views on slavery, 

or of his comm itment  to appoint ing just  rather than corrupt  j udges.  

 

 

 

Quest ion 5 

5a)  There were a number of good answers that  knew what  the Prophet  

taught  about  idol worship, such as his commitment  to monotheism, and 

that  idols led to a belief in magic and to shirk. I t  was necessary for full 

marks to focus on the teaching, but  weaker candidates were able to pick up 

some marks for saying what  the Prophet  did.  

5b)  Many candidates know the story of Ta’if and told it  well, but  some 

candidates neglected the second part  of the quest ion which asked why the 

people of Ta’if opposed the Prophet . Good answers focused on their worship 

of idols and their fear of change. 

5c)  This was often a challenge for candidates, with some describing the 

act ions of the Prophet  but  without  focusing on the way Muslims today can 

show the peaceful nature of I slam. However, some candidates were able to 

draw lessons from the Muslim  belief in a theory of j ust  war, on how they 

greet  others with words of peace, and on the importance of the inner peace 

that  comes from submission to Allah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quest ion 6 

6a)  This was not  well answered, overall. Only the st rongest  candidates were 

able to focus on the detail of the relat ionships. Too many relied on simple 

declarat ions that  the Prophet  was generous or fair. Good candidates 

ment ioned such things as the Prophet ’s respect  for the common lineage of 

many religions, and his respect  for a shared belief in the role of prophets.  

6b)   Many candidates were able to gain the init ial m arks for this quest ion, 

generally knowing what  the Prophet  taught . For full marks, however, they 

needed to develop their answers, by point ing to such ideas as how 

at tendance at  prayers at  the mosque encouraged unity, and how last ing 

fam ily relat ionships st rengthened the community.  

6c)  Simple answers tended to say that  the rules of I slam are im portant  

because they are in the Qur’an, or they show obedience to Allah. Some 

st ronger candidates were able to develop their answers by referr ing to the 

ways in which a moral code can sustain a society, or how the teachings can 

inform  behaviour in all aspects of life, social, polit ical and economic. Few 

candidates spoke against  the value of the observance of rules, but  those 

who did were able to suggest  that  too many rules can turn people away 

from religion, and to the value of the spir it  of the law over the let ter.  

 

 

 

Sect ion  3 a ( Su n n i  p er sp ect iv e)   

The vast  majority of candidates tackled this part  of Sect ion 3, though it  

worth repeat ing that  any student  can choose to answer from either Sect ion 

3a or sect ion 3b, provided they do not  answer one from each sect ion.   

Quest ion 7 

7a)  This quest ion was well-answered. Many candidates knew the dut ies of 

Haj j . Bet ter candidates avoided giv ing just  a list  and were able to ident ify 

the key features, and to describe them with full sentences.  

7b)   This was also well-answered, though it  highlights the importance of 

developing answers. For example, the offering of sacr if ice re-enacts 

Abraham’s willingness to sacrif ice his son. For development , they need to 

add, perhaps, that  this symbolises the sacrifices that  all Muslims are called 

to make to follow the teachings of Allah.  

7c)  This quest ion is a very good example of the requirement  to talk about  

the importance t od ay , in this case of going on Haj j . Some candidates just  

repeated the meaning of some of the events. The best  candidates were able 

to speak about  how Haj j  can help Muslims to cope with the hardships they 

can experience in life, or to develop the spir itual st rength to cope with the 

temptat ions of the m odern world.  

Quest ion 8 

8a)  This was a well-answered quest ion, with most  candidates able to 

recount  aspects of the life of such prophets as Musa and I sa. I t  could have 

been answered either by focusing on one or two prophets and developing 

the answers, or by reference to the lives of a number of prophets.  

8b)  Most  candidates were able to explain the importance of the t it le ‘Seal of 

the Prophets’ but  weaker candidates wrote briefly of j ust  one or two 

reasons, such as that  the Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad (pbuh)  or that  

he was the last  of the Prophets. Bet ter answers developed these reasons, 

such as by explaining the significance of the idea that  the Qur’an was 

presented for all t ime and all peoples.  

 



c)  Most  candidates were anxious to say that  Muslims ought  to respect  other 

religions, point ing to the example of the Prophet  and the teaching of the 

Qur’an. Fewer were able to argue further, though some spoke effect ively 

about  the relat ionship between respect  for the beliefs of others and 

maintaining peace, and of the facts that  religions share common beliefs. 

Those who took an alternat ive view wrote, for example, about  the 

condemnat ion of shirk, which may be associated with some religions. 

 

 

 

Quest ion 9 

9a)  There was a clear div ision between those who were fully aware of the 

details of the cont r ibut ion of the Ansar to the development  of I slam, and 

those who were only able to speak of generalit ies. This serves as a rem inder 

that  cent res need to t ry to cover all aspects of the specificat ion.  

9b)  This was not  well answered by most  candidates. Bet ter candidates took 

the t ime to think carefully about  the quest ion and were than able to offer 

relevant  explanat ions, such as that  mutual reliance helped develop a sense 

of unit y, or that  the Prophet  was a human being and needed 

encouragement  and support  like all others.  

9c)  This is a good example of an evaluat ion quest ion, requir ing candidates 

to offer arguments and discussion. Some candidates were bet ter equipped 

than others to answer such quest ions. Whilst  that  is inevitable, it  is possible 

for cent res to pract ise how to respond to quest ions of this k ind. The best  

answers spoke of how everyone brings their  indiv idual gifts, given to them 

by Allah, and that  all people are responsible for helping to prom ote I slam 

and establish its reputat ion.  

 

 

Sect ion  3 b  ( Sh i ’ah  p er sp ect iv e)  

Very few candidates at tempted these quest ions, but  those who did so often 

answered well and showed a good understanding of the issues raised by the 

topics. Candidates usually answered quest ions 10 and 12 (which m irrored 

quest ion 7 in Sect ion 3a, comments above) . 

Quest ion 10  

10a)   The events of the Holy War were well known, and most  candidates 

were able to answer this quest ion in detail.  

10b)  As is common in many ‘how and why’ quest ions, candidates tended to 

be clearer about  how Shi’ah Muslims honour Hussain. Bet ter answers were 

also able to explain how his martyrdom can represent  the st ruggle for 

j ust ice, or how his determ inat ion and courage are an inspirat ion.  

10c)   This was a challenging quest ion, but  many candidates were able to 

look at  more than one point  of v iew, an approach which can gain part icular 

reward in c)  quest ions. They pointed to the final sermon of the Prophet  

about  the unit y of all Muslims, and how unity br ings st rength to any 

community. On the other hand, it  was possible to argue that  Muslims need 

to be faithful to their beliefs even if that  can cause div ision, or that  other 

acts, such as pract ical examples of k indness, are the most  important  part  of 

Muslim  behaviour.  

 

 

 

 



Ad v ice on  h ow  t o  im p r ov e p er f or m an ce 

This report  has t r ied to provide specific guidance on all but  a few of the 

quest ions that  were answered by candidates. From those observat ions it  is 

possible to draw out  some items of general advice:  

• I n the t ranslat ions in Sect ion 1, full marks are only available if the 

t ranslat ion is accurate and near complete, although accurate 

paraphrases are accepted.  

• I n Sect ion 1 quest ions it  is also important  to provide specific rather 

than general answers.  

• I n sect ions 2 and 3 the a)  quest ions will require the candidate to 

display detailed knowledge of events or teachings in order to gain full 

marks, and sim ple lists should be avoided.  

•  The sect ion 2 and 3 b)  quest ions will often call for the development  

of answers.  I t  is rare that  the significance of some teaching or event  

can be explained with a series of simple ideas, as something of the 

complexity of the ideas needs to be pointed out  in order to gain full 

marks.  

• I n the c)  quest ions it  is usually necessary to relate a teaching to the 

modern world, and somet imes to consider more than one point  of 

view.  
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